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	 			Remember	the	last	time	your	
family	gathered	around	the	TV	to	play	
Halo	together?		Now,	what	about	Wii	
Sports?
	 Microsoft,	lacking	a	presence	in	
casual	gaming	like	the	Nintendo	Wii,	
attempts	to	make	up	for	lost	time	with	
its	newest	Xbox	add-on,	Kinect.		The	
device	itself	is	essentially	a	3D	camera	
with	sensors	that	make	the	body	a	
controller.		Supposedly,	according	
to	Microsoft,	relying	on	movement	
instead	of	button	pushes	make	gaming	
more	accessible	and	natural.
	 Part	of	this	statement	is	true,	as	I	
found	the	sports	mini-games	I	demoed	
were	easy	to	pick	up.		Anyone	even	
slightly	familiar	with	ping	pong,	for	

example,	will	have	no	problem	playing	
the	Kinect	version:	it	involves	the	
same	movements—right	down	to	get-
ting	ball	spin—required	in	the	actual	
sport.
	 Volleyball	is	just	as	simple,	
requiring	timed	spikes	and	bumps	
that	change	in	power	depending	on	
the	speed	of	the	arm	movements	you	
make.		This	one	was	especially	fun	to	
play	with	a	friend,	the	freedom	of	mo-
tion	given	by	a	lack	of	cords	allowing	
for	some	hilariously	exaggerated	hits.		
	 Up	to	two	people	can	participate	
on	screen	at	once,	and	surprisingly,	
the	device	does	an	incredible	job	at	
differentiating	between	the	motions	
of	each	player.		This	is	mostly	due	to	
the	facial	recognition	and	joint	track-
ing	technology	the	camera	possesses	
something	which	also	affects	the	new	
Xbox	dashboard.
	 When	you	first	turn	on	your	
Xbox,	the	camera	adjusts	to	match	
your	location	and	scans	your	face	to	
log	you	into	an	account.		If	Kinect	is	
unable	to	recognize	your	face,	a	simple	

step-by-step	process	fine	tunes	your	
motions	and	assigns	you	to	a	profile.		
	 Once	signed	in,	a	display	at	the	
bottom	corner	of	the	screen	shows	real	
time	black	and	white	video	with	your	
hands	highlighted	in	purple—very	
cool.		From	there,	waving	to	Kinect	
brings	you	to	a	special	motion-con-
trolled	part	of	the	dashboard.
	 Unfortunately,	this	is	where	the	
awkwardness	begins,	since	selecting	
objects	in	this	new	menu	requires	hov-
ering	your	hand	over	the	button	for	a	
few	seconds.		This	is	not	a	responsive-
ness	issue,	but	merely	an	action	that	
feels	unnatural	because	of	a	lack	of	a	
physical	object	to	hold	while	doing	it.
	 Yet,	responsiveness	issues	occa-
sionally	plague	the	games	themselves,	
most	notably	ping	pong.		I	found	
myself	having	to	exaggerate	swinging	
sometimes	to	make	hits	register	at	all.		
I	also	found	that	my	onscreen	char-
acter	stayed	still	as	I	tried	to	move	to	
either	side	of	the	table,	only	reacting	
to	my	arm	motions.
	 These	limitations	appear	to	be	

caused	by	the	game	designers	them-
selves	and	not	Kinect,	something	other	
developers	will	likely	fix	as	the	device	
matures.		Because	of	the	restrictions	
on	Kinect	Sports	in	particular,	how-
ever,	I	think	that	many	gamers	will	not	
see	a	lot	of	replay	value	in	it	over	time.
	 Your	mileage	with	Kinect	will	
vary	greatly	depending	on	the	type	of	
gamer	you	are—the	hardcore	tenth	
prestige	Call	of	Duty	fanatic	or	the	oc-
casional	Guitar	Hero	and	Mario	Kart	
dabbler.		Right	now,	neither	group	
really	needs	the	machine:	the	current	
game	lineup	has	roughly	the	same	
shallow	depth	as	Kinect	
Sports,	going	off	of	online	
reviews.
	 Those	wanting	a	
more	socially	enjoy-
able	gaming	experience	
with	friends	and	family	
could	do	much	worse	
than	Kinect,	though.		
Microsoft’s	offering	is	
far	superior	to	the	Wii	on	a	purely	fun	
level	merely	a	week	into	its	release.	d

Microsoft Kinects with the Casual Gaming Audience

MICHAEL CARLSON
Editor-in-Chief

Latest Microsoft technology lacks 
game software to implement 
Kinects’  motion technology. 

	 	Saint	Thomas	Aquinas	senior	
Paul	Radke	was	selected	to	be	a	mem-
ber	of	the	2011	U.S.	Army	All-Ameri-
can	Marching	Band.		Radke	is	one	of	a	
select	few	high	school	students	across	
the	country	to	receive	the	award.	Out	
of	1100	students	that	applied	to	be	a	
part	of	the	marching	band,	only	100	
were	accepted.	
	 “I	am	not	joining	the	army	as	
many	people	have	asked;	they	are	just	
the	main	sponsors	for	the	event,”	said	
Radke.
	 In	January,	Radke	will	travel	
to	San	Antonio	to	play	with	a	group	of	
125	other	high	school	students	at	the	
2011	U.S.	Army	All-American	Bowl.
	 “It’s	an	all-expense-paid	trip,	
which	is	pretty	cool,”	Radke	said.	
“They	even	provide	an	instrument	for	
me.”	
Although	high	school	students	from	
Kansas	have	been	chosen	to	play	on	
the	All-American	football	team	in	the	
past,	none	until	now	have	ever	been	
part	of	the	marching	squad.	
	 “It’s	a	nice	honor	to	be	the	
first	representative	from	the	state	
of	Kansas,”	said	Kate	Radke,	Paul’s	
mother.	
	 She	discovered	this	opportu-
nity	for	her	son	from	a	magazine	for	
music	teachers.		Former	instrumental	
music	teacher	Michael	Filla	submitted	
Radke’s	name	for	recommendation	
along	with	a	video	of	him	playing	in	
the	Brigade,	Aquinas’	marching	band.
	 After	making	it	through	the	
preliminaries,	Radke	made	a	detailed	
application	in	the	spring	for	the	next	
round.
	 “I	had	to	put	together	a	more	
formal	audition	that	included	videos	of	
solo	playing,	marching	and	playing	and	
a	sort	of	spoken	personal	statement	
about	me	and	music’s	role	in	my	life,”	
Radke	said.	
	 Over	the	summer,	Radke	got	
a	notice	that	he	received	a	spot	in	the	
2011	U.S.	Army	All-American	March-
ing	Band.
	 “I	wasn’t	supposed	to	tell	
anybody	until	the	formal	announce-
ment	in	the	theatre.
	And	I	didn’t	except	for	the	people	
who	needed	to	know,”	said	Radke.		
“My	mom	might	have	been	more	
excited	than	I	was!”	

	 	 	

KELSEY THOMECZEK
Reporter

Radke wins prestigious award, be-
coming the first person in Kansas 
to receive a spot on the US Army 
All-American Marching Band.

Boys’ Soccer: Aquinas 3, Liberal 0

Laynie Timmons | The Medallion

Saints soccer team celebrates victory by holding up the trophy and sharing excitement with their teammates. Saints shutout Liberal in a 3-0 state win, making it their eighth in a row.  
                           

MAGGIE FOLEY
Reporter

Saints dominate at boys’ soccer 
state championship against Lib-
eral High School.

	

				 Saints	boys’	soccer	won	its	
eighth	consecutive	Kansas	5A	state	
championship	title	on	Saturday,	mak-
ing	it	the	fourteenth	boys’	soccer	title	
at	Aquinas.	
		 “I	felt	very	fortunate	and	
extremely	happy	for	these	seniors	and	
this	team,”	Boys’	Soccer	Head	Coach	
Craig	Ewing	said.	“	It	is	truly	humbling	
to	have	had	this	happen	so	often.”	
		 The	team	went	into	the	game	
Saturday	coming	off	a	close	win	against	
Kapaun	Mount	Carmel	the	night	
before.	Expectations	were	high,	but	the	
pressure	for	this	particular	match	was	
even	higher—they	were	playing	Liberal	
High	School,	a	team	who	had	a	record	
of	16-1-3	before	the	game.	
		 The	match	started	off	fairly	
even,	with	no	score	until	around	13	
minutes	left	in	the	first	half.		Junior	
centerback	Andrew	Brown	threw	
in	the	ball	to	senior	striker	Thomas	
Schermoly.	Schermoly	then	passed	the	
ball	to	senior	center	midfielder	Kyle	
Whigham,	who	struck	the	ball	into	the	
top	right	corner	of	the	net,	right	over	
the	Liberal	goalkeeper’s	head.	

		 “I	felt	a	great	sense	of	relief.	It	
felt	great	to	get	on	the	scoreboard	early	
especially	after	the	crazy	game	against	
Kapaun	Mount	Carmel.	Whenever	
you	can	go	up	on	a	team	it	gives	you	
a	newly	found	confidence	and	I	think	
that	is	what	really	gave	us	the	advan-
tage	for	the	remainder	of	the	game,”	
Brown	said	about	the	goal.	
		 Coming	back	after	halftime	
with	a	1-0	lead,	the	Saints	were	feeling	
good.	Liberal	started	taking	chances	
defensively	to	try	and	score,	which	
gave	senior	Luke	Steele	the	oppor-
tunity	to	score.	The	pressure	was	on	
Liberal	as	senior	outside	midfielder	
Luke	Steele	scored	on	an	assist	from	
junior	striker	Cooper	Crooks	with	16	
minutes	left	in	the	game,	making	the	
score	2-0.	
		 	“It	felt	great	to	assist	Luke	
when	he	scored.	After	that	goal	I	think	
the	team	became	more	dominant	in	
the	game	and	it	got	the	players	to	play	
harder	to	get	the	win,”	Crooks	said.	
		 Steele	then	found	an	opening	
with	nine	minutes	left	as	he	dribbled	
down	the	left	side	of	the	field	while	
avoiding	getting	slide	tackled	by	two	
Liberal	players	and	the	diving	goal-
keeper	as	he	tapped	it	in.		
		 The	Saints	defense	stayed	
strong	the	entire	game,	and	Liberal	was	
unable	to	score.	The	game	ended	with	
a	Saints’	3-0	shutout	as	the	players	
proudly	ran	around	the	field,	smiles	on	
every	one	of	their	faces.	

		 “It	feels	great	to	win	because	
we	have	accomplished	something	
amazing	and	it	was	the	first	time	I’ve	
gotten	to	play	in	the	championship	
game	so	it	feels	great,”	Crooks	said.
		 Saints	fans	cheered	them	on	
as	they	accepted	the	championship	
trophy	and	held	it	over	their	heads.	
		 With	this	year’s	seniors	win-
ning	a	soccer	state	championship	every	
year	they’ve	been	at	Aquinas,	the	rest	
of	the	team	has	big	shoes	to	fill,	espe-
cially	since	there	are	12	seniors	on	the	
team.	
	 “We	will	have	some	huge	
shoes	to	fill	with	losing	this	group	of	
seniors,	but	this	year	we	were	able	to	
have	several	juniors	and	sophomores	
play	a	key	role	on	varsity	and	I	think	
that	experience	will	really	help	us	to	
succeed	next	year,”	Brown	said.
		 The	seniors	have	helped	make	
the	team	what	it	is	today	and	have	also	
helped	build	team	unity.
		 “They	[the	seniors]	created	a	
song	together	that	they	sang	practice	
after	practice,	game	after	game	--	they	
have	made	the	peanut	butter	and	jelly	
song	an	Aquinas	staple.	They	got	the	
idea	of	how	to	build	team	chemistry,”	
Ewing	said.
		 The	goals	and	expectations	
for	next	year	are	pretty	much	the	
same	as	they	were	this	year.	As	Ewing	
put	it,	“we	always,	form,	storm	some,	
find	our	norm,	and	hopefully	per-
form”,	as	their	goal	is	to	build	a	team	

that	can	get	the	most	out	of	them-
selves.
		 “Our	biggest	goal	for	next	
year	is	to	win	our	ninth	consecutive	
state	title,	but	I	think	a	meeting	we	had	
a	couple	weeks	ago	will	ring	true	next	
year.	We	all	have	our	personal	goals	
each	and	every	game	and	every	time	we	
step	onto	the	field	we	compile	all	of	
those	individual	goals	to	strive	towards	
our	goals,”	Brown	said.	d

Saints Make it Eight Straight

Laynie Timmons | The Medallion

 Senior striker Thomas Schermoly 
jumps in front of Liberal players to attempt 
to head ball into the goal. Schermoly is one 
of four captains.

Continued on Page 6, RADKE



A new setting, called “See 
Friendship” has people calling 
Facebook “Stalkerbook.”

Thursday Oct. 28, Facebook 
launched this project to allow 
members to view Friendship Pages of 
two people if “you are friends with one 
of the people and have permission to 
view both people’s profiles.”

Facebook blogger, Wayne Kao, 
released this product describing it as a 
“magical experience” that began with 
an “all-night hackathon.” I find this to 
be just creepy.

There is a difference between 
reliving a party you went to by flipping 
through the album but instead, this 

seems to me like an attempt by 
Facebook to prevent privacy settings. 
But another part of me just wonders 
why Facebook would promote even 
more discussion about their lack of 
respect for their privacy controls. They 
have had issues with privacy before but 
they released “places” anyways (where 
people can see where you are or where 
you’ve been) and now they add this.

What has replaced the fairly 
safe wall-to-wall button that allowed 
members to see their conversation, has 
turned into a place where just about 
anyone can look at just about anything 
they want about a friendship. They 
can see which events people went to 
together, what pictures they’re both 
tagged in, things they both like, and 
mutual friends with just one click. It 
started as hacking so this definitely 
cannot be good. I’ll pass. But wait. I 
cannot. It’s not an option.

Many others are annoyed as 
well. A Facebook page created as an 
informal petition, called “Opt Out 
of the FB (Facebook) Friendship 
Feature” already has over 3,000 
Facebook members who “like” it. It 
would not surprise me if many more 
had just deleted their accounts right 
then and there. This news has people 
all over the Internet talking. NYU 
Local, a college news site, used Peter 
Feld as an example of people who have 

already left Facebook. 
“I deactivated my Facebook this 

morning over this,” he said. “It is a 
huge breach of privacy, their worst 
ever. And though their spin is ‘this 
was already public,’ the reality is that 
it effectively wasn’t. How would you 
know that two people RSVP’d to the 
same event if you didn’t even know 
which events to look for? Answer: you 
wouldn’t.”

Many users commented on 
Facebook’s blog posting with their 
reactions. 

One woman commented and said, 
“I’ve seen plenty of people get fed up 
with the sneak attempts to make more 
and more information public and I’m 
starting to wonder if they aren’t right-
if the only way to protect a reasonable 
amount of privacy is to get out of 
Facebook altogether.”

Others are less concerned with 
the privacy but more with what the 
“See Friendship,” feature replaced.

Hopefully Facebook will come to 
its senses and at least give people the 
option to opt out of the Friendship 
Pages. If not, here’s to the end of the 
Facebook era and the beginning of the 
mass exodus. d

Facebook adds new setting that puts the stalk in Stalkerbook

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With the soap constantly out or not 
working in the girls’ bathrooms, the 
automatic toilets, and the missing 
stall doors in the girls’ locker rooms, 
students are becoming increasingly 
irritated with the bathrooms at 
Aquinas. 
 “The upstairs bathrooms are 
dirty,” junior Hayley Peter said. “The 
sinks run when they are not being 
used.”
 As many people have noticed, the 
sinks in the upstairs girls’ bathrooms 
in math hallway are constantly out of 
soap or have no way to get the soap 
out. This makes for an unpleasant 
washing of hands. 

 “Upstairs in math hallway the 
water is 105 degrees,” junior Lauren 
Watson said. “It burns your hands.”
 Another issue people have found 
is the sinks run for only a few seconds 
at a time. Constantly students push 
the button over and over for the water 
to continue running. 
 “Some sinks stay on for only five 
seconds,” Watson said. 
 But the issue that seems to 
bother people the most is the upstairs 
bathrooms. While the commons 
bathrooms are sanitary and clean, 
the upstairs bathrooms are not. The 
commons bathrooms are also much 
nicer and newer. 
 According to President Bill Ford, 
this is partly because of the amount 
of guests attracted to the school 
for theater productions and home 
sporting events. 
 “The primary issue is the 
commons. The theater is there; the 
gym is there. We haven’t really done 
too much upstairs,” Ford said.
 With the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of Saint Thomas Aquinas quickly 
arriving in 2013, Ford has decided 
what he would like to renovate. 
 “The whole locker room will be 
done in the next phase. Right now 
there is too much shower space and 
not enough locker space,” Ford said.
 Many female athletes and gym 

participants have noticed some of the 
bathroom stall doors in the locker 
room are missing. This will all be fixed, 
hopefully, within the next few years.
But the reconstruction dates of 
the upstairs bathrooms are still in 
question. According to Ford, this will 
not be done for awhile.
 “Upstairs is a low priority,” Ford 
said. “We haven’t done too much 
upstairs.” 
 Ford also discussed the 
renovations of the bathrooms in the 
commons.
 “We re-did the commons about 
three years ago. It cost about $15,000.” 
Ford said. 
 The upstairs bathrooms are not 
the only part of the school that needs 
renovations. Recent concerns have also 
been brought up about the stadium 
and thankfully in the next few years 
that will be fixed.
 “We’re trying to figure out where 
we are going with the building,” Ford 
said. “The next phase is the stadium 
and the locker rooms; they probably 
need to be done.”
 With the renovations to the 
locker rooms coming within the 
next few years, one problem will be 
resolved soon. But the question still 
remains: when will anything be done 
about the upstairs bathrooms? d
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Cheer Ball may not turn out to be so cheerful after all 

Every year members of the dance 
team, color guard and cheerleading 
squad look forward to one special 
event: Cheer Ball.

It is the one night a year where all 
the schools in Johnson County come 

together to celebrate their dance, cheer 
and color guard teams.

“It is so much fun because 
everyone actually dances, and they 
have a really good DJ,” junior and 
color guard co-captain Spencer Smith 
said. “Cheer Ball is definitely one of 
the best dances of the year.”

This year however, space 
to Cheer Ball is limited to only 
400 girls. This is due to recent 
changes in the Blue Valley North 
administration.

“Blue Valley North’s 
administration put a cap on the 
number of attendees,” Dance team 
coach Vicki Schroeder said.

Normally invitations are sent 
out to all the girls on dance, cheer or 
color guard teams and the girls register 
online. This year the invitations were 
sent out on a Monday when there was 
no school for Saint Thomas Aquinas, 
resulting in some students being 

unable to attend. 
“They basically restricted 

registration to 400. We didn’t know 
until that night because we didn’t have 
school,” senior and cheer captain Alex 
Bellerive said. 

Some of the girls, however, did 
get in.

“My really good friend is captain 
of the Blue Valley North dance team 
and she told me about it,” senior and 
dance team co-captain Katie Bourk 
said. “If she wouldn’t have told me 

about it I wouldn’t have been able to 
sign up in time.” 

Though most of the varsity 
cheerleaders and dance team got in, 
not all of the junior varsity dance team 
did.

“Two [of the dance team 
members] on [junior varsity] made it,” 
Schroeder said. “I am not sure if they 
are going or not because they feel bad 
that the rest of the team isn’t there. 
It’s always been a team event.”

The color guard didn’t find out at 
all until it was too late. 

“I found out from a dance team 
member who told me that the dance 
was already full,” Smith said. “I 
immediately went to the computer lab 
to try to sign up but it was too late.”

Most of the girls are disappointed 
but that will not stop them from 
having a good time that night. 

“I know girls who didn’t get in 
but are still going out to dinner and 

taking pictures,” Cheer Head Coach 
Cyndy Novacek said. 

As for the seniors-only rule, 
Novacek cleared it up.

“They said that if any seniors 
didn’t get in, they could get in,” 
Novacek said. 

The change in the rules left many 
girls sad and disappointed. 

“I feel bad for the girls all over the 
county who didn’t get in. Especially 
the freshmen who look forward to it,” 
Novacek said. 

Many felt that the change in the 
rules was not well organized or well 
set up. 

“It’s upsetting that Blue Valley 
North didn’t organize it better,” 
sophomore and color guard member 
Camille Nuti said. “They should have 
told us beforehand. d

Girls allowed to go to Cheer Ball 
is limited, causing many students 
at Aquinas to be upset about not 
getting to go.

MEGAN LUCAS
Reporter

“It is so much fun because 
everyone actually dances, 
and they have a really good 
DJ.”

- Spencer Smith
junior

Upstairs could use an upgrade
Students at Aquinas express their 
opinions about the bathrooms in 
the upstairs hallways, which can 
sometimes be very unpleasant.

Out of 108 students 
polled in English teacher 
Lisa Bauman’s classes, 
51 students stated that 
not being able to keep 
their outside reading 
books would affect 
them negatively, and 57 
students said it would 
not. When asked the 
same question about their 
vocabulary books, 65 said 
that they felt it would 
affect them negatively, 
while 43 said they didn’t 
think it would. 

CAROLE TRICKEY
Reporter

A new Facebook setting that al-
lows people to “See Friendship” 
causes many facebook users to 
worry about their privacy.

Kelsey Thomeczek | The Shield

MEGAN LUCAS
Reporter
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With the Republicans taking 
control of the House of 
Representatives, the 2010 
mid-term elections were very 
important in the steps to 
rebuilding the country. Below is 
a recap of the important elections 
and how the newly elected will 
impact the country.   Check 
out the winners, where they are 
from, and what they plan to do in 
Washington.

Sam Brownback-Republican, 

Kansas Governor 

Brownback, a United States 
senator, is coming home to 
serve as Kansas governor. 
Brownback defeated Kansas 
State senator Tom Holland 
in an impressive victory, with 
Brownback taking 63 percent 
of the popular vote compared 
to 35 percent Holland received. 
Brownback’s main focus during 
the campaign was decreasing 
Kansas’s current unemployment 
rate of 6.6 percent. As governor, 
Brownback will try to stop 
useless government spending and 
work to make Kansas better for 
small business owners. 

Marco Rubio- Republican, 
Tea Party, Florida Senator

Rubio, a republican, became 

one of Florida’s senator-elect 
after the election, defeating his 
opponents with 49 percent of the 
popular vote. Rubio’s victory in 
Florida is significant because he 
is one of the uprising Tea Party 
candidates who earned a seat in 
the election.  Of the ten senate 
races with tea party candidates, 
five tea party members were 
victorious. The tea party is 
expected to make more of an 
impact in the Senate. Rubio’s 
victory is also significant because 
he is the son of immigrant 
parents, a hard-working man 
from a minority background.  
Because of his upbringing and 
success, he has been called the 
“Republican Obama” by some 
politicians. Rubio represents a 
new wave of younger politicians 
who many hope will bring change 
to the country.

 John Boehner-Republican, 
Ohio Representative

Although, Boehner’s election 
race was not very heated and 
competitive as some across the 
nation, what was important in 
his race was the fact that he won. 
Boehner’s 66 percent victory 
ensures him another term in 
the House of Representatives 
and will also ensure he is the 
next Speaker of the House. 
Boehner will replace Democrat 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, a woman 
who many republicans fought 
to defeat, along with President 
Obama in their election platforms. 
Boehner’s position as Speaker of 
the House demonstrates the shift 
in power from the Democrats to 
the Republicans. 

Aquinas lacks school spirit

Saint Thomas Aquinas has 62 
state championships and two national 
championships; the students have 
come to expect success and not just 
hope for it. 
Aquinas also lacks fan support, which 
is mostly because students are used to 
winning. 
 “We have so much success in 
so many areas, it is hard to go to all 
different sports,” Spirit Shop manager 
Serena Price said. 
 The homecoming game was 
an example of how poorly Aquinas 
students do at cheering on their Saints.
 “At the homecoming game it 
was really hard to get the crowd 
to start cheering and to really get 
the crowd to pay attention,” junior 
varsity cheerleader Dani Lickteig said. 
“Honestly, that’s how it usually is at 
all the games. The [Gardner] Edgerton 
game felt like a different crowd,”  
 Most kids automatically think 

that spirit will not change the outcome 
of the game, but it does help a lot. 
It pumps the players up and really 
brings the student body together. 
Aquinas showed true school spirit at 
the Aquinas verses Gardner Edgerton 
game at the end of the season.  
  “School spirit has a lot 
more impact than most people would 
actually think,” Varsity Football 
Captain Kyle Kane said. “When we 
were in big game situations [at the 
Edgerton game] it was awesome to 
hear the roar of the student section, 
and it really gets you fired up to play.”  
 Senior Chris Brown, a spirit boy, 
agrees with Kane. 
 “We showed up big time for our 
team when they needed us most,” 
Brown said.  “As an athlete myself, 
I can honestly say whether it’s on 
a conscious or subconscious level, 
players feed off the crowd’s energy. 
It’s that spark that lets you dig down 
deep and give an extra effort for those 
supporting you.” 
 For some people, it is a hassle 
to cheer for a whole football game 
or come out on a Tuesday night for 
a soccer game. Another problem is a 
lot of the student body does not have 
time. 
 “We have such busy schedules, all 
of us, that it’s so hard to go to every 

home and away game,” junior Theresa 
Powers said. 
 There are a lot of different things 
people think would help with the 
school spirit: more pep rallies, less 
socializing and more cheering at the 
games, and student body chants. 
 “The chants that get everyone 
moving and involved definitely help to 
keep the atmosphere electric,” Brown 
said. “We need to bring back pep 
assemblies, especially Fridays before 
big games, just ten or twenty minutes 
to get everyone going for our boys out 
there. The student’s spirit is reflective 
of the effort put in to getting us 
amped up.” 
 Even though some students 
cannot attend every game or do not 
really get into the theme, there are a 
few who always stand out. 
 “I get so into the themes because 
I don’t see how you can’t want to 
cheer for our team… our family,” 
sophomore Catherine Kluempers said. 
“Everyone loves to see someone look 
like a freak just to help cheer on the 
team, and I seem to be that person. It 
gives me an excuse to have some fun, 
bring joy to others and cheer on my 
team!” 

RYLEE SHEA
Reporter

As a result of so much success, 
students have been lacking school 
spirit and support.

Mid-term elections 
bring balance 
back in House

CARA OLDENHUIS
Photo Editor

The recent elections restored 
power between the Republicans 
and Democrats in the House.

Laynie Timmons | Medallion

Students watch as the football team plays against the Webb City Cardinals



A ccording to the Saint Thomas 
Aquinas Handbook, “Saint 
Thomas Aquinas students are 
expected to display academic 
honesty and integrity at all 
times… The following be-
haviors are dishonest: giving 
or receiving unauthorized as-

sistance on a test, copying another student’s homework or 
allowing your homework to be copied (this would include 
computer generated homework 
or assignments) giving false rea-
sons for making up late work or 
tests, re-submitting work which 
has been completed for another 
class (without permission), fal-
sifying laboratory data, submit-
ting work that has been copied (wholly or partially) from a 
book, internet, magazine, etc. without crediting the author, 
stealing tests or using tests stolen by another student.”

Out of  100 students surveyed, 85 percent had cheated 
(on homework, quizzes, tests or the like) at least once in 
their lives.

“Everyone’s cheated at one point or another,” junior 
and honors student Nataleigh 
Brull said, “And those people who 
tell you otherwise are liars.”

Junior *Travis said, “High 
school doesn’t test your intelli-
gence. It tests your ability to work 
around the system. ‘Do the best 
you can’ does not exclude (the 
phrase) ‘without cheating.’ Some-
times you have to cheat in life to 
get ahead. Why not in school?”

Senior *Jared agreed.

“Colleges look at how good your grades are, not how 
honest you were. Its sad but true,” he said.

Leo Brown, a theology teacher who admits to having 
cheated before, considers a person’s conscience to be a 
major player in whether or not someone will cheat.

“We’ve created a culture that has an element of  ‘win 
by any means’,” he said.

The older you are, Brown 
explained, the more you become 
aware of  right and wrong, which 
means there is no excuse when 
you are an adult and fully know 
it is wrong.

“What you don’t realize at 
the time is that you have to an-
swer for everything you do eventually,” Brown said. “And 
it only takes one time to get caught.” 

Junior and honors student Casey Craig agreed.

“In society today, making a mistake and getting some-
thing wrong is unacceptable,” he said. “It is human nature 
to mess up but people try to drive it out of  their lives 
completely.” 
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NUMB3RS by the+
Cheating

Cheating, though frowned upon in the academic setting, 

has been done by 85 students out of 100 polled.

85% of students polled 
have cheated sometime 
in the past

12 students
have never helped some-
one cheat before

82%                  of people 
who have cheated have 

never been caught

Data collected  by CAROLE TRICKEY/Centerspread Editor

42 students

33%

cheated on quizzes or tests

of cheaters 
regretted their choice

“High school doesn’t test your 
intelligence. It tests your ability to 
work around the system. ‘Do the 
best you can’ does not exclude (the 
phrase) ‘without cheating.’ Some-
times you have to cheat in life to 
get ahead. Why not in school?”
  --Travis, junior

“Occasionally I’ve let someone 
copy homework but normally I 
try to help them find the an-
swers.”
 --Victoria, sophomore

100 students
were polled for this article

“Everyone’s cheated at one point 
or another and those people who tell 
you otherwise are liars.”

--Nataleigh Brull, junior
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6%the rough amount of stu-
dents that have never 

cheated or helped someone cheat

Several students expressed that a major reason for cheating 
was stress over grades.

“(I cheated) because I really needed the good grade. Oth-
erwise, I would’ve been grounded,” senior and honors student 
*Amber said.

However, 33 percent of  the students polled regretted their 
choice to cheat.

“I didn’t get anything out of  cheating except the grade I 
needed,” junior and honors student *Heather said. “I haven’t 

learned anything, which just makes it harder 
to study for tests later in the year.” 

“I think having homework from seven 
classes forces people to prioritize some 
homework as less important, therefore, almost 
giving themselves permission to cheat on it,” 
junior and honors student *Derrick said.

Charlie Lamont, the Guided Studies teacher, agreed.

“Kids at Saint Thomas Aquinas are under a lot of  pressure 
to do well,” Lamont said. “But I have no sympathy for cheaters. 
The kids I have caught were just being lazy. All of  our (Guided 
Studies classes’) tests are open note so they don’t feel like they 
have to cheat.”

Out of  the same 100 students, 88 percent 
had helped someone else cheat.

“In many respects its (helping another 
student cheat) is worse,” science teacher Al 
Schendel said. “The ones that help are not 
only deceiving themselves but also the person 
they’re ‘helping’.”

“In a perfect world, you’d wish people 
would make the right decisions,” he said. 
“Many students would think, ‘I did a good 
thing by helping’ but really, that’s not the 
case.”

Only 18 percent of  those who had cheated were also 
caught in the act. Of  those polled, 38 percent had only copied 
homework.

“I ‘cheat’ on homework every once in a while because what 
I do cheat on is nothing substantial,” sophomore and honors 
student *Victoria said. “If  I do, it’s just busywork.”

One of  the 38 percent that have never cheated, *Ashley 
said, “When I see or hear about people cheating, I 
respect them less or I’m surprised but I’m not per-
sonally offended.”

However, Victoria described the copying as 
more of  a teaching tool. 

“Occasionally I’ve let someone copy homework 
but normally I try to help them find the answers,” 
she said.

If  caught sharing answers, students could earn “loss of  
credit for the assignment or test, class failure and either two 
points and a Saturday school or one point and a detention de-
pending on the violation.” d

*Names have been changed

Drawing Courtesy of Sarah GabrielDrawing Courtesy of Sarah Gabriel
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Our goal is to collect 110 units of whole blood.  
This will help area hospitals meet their emergency needs 

and provide blood products for local cancer patients.  

To schedule an appointment, 
call Blood Drive Coordinator Julie Sullivan 

at 913-461-3387 
or go to www.savealifenow.org 

and use sponsor code: princeofpeace.

Donors must be at least 16 years old.  
Walk-in donors are always welcome.  

Prince of Peace 
Catholic Church
Monday, Dec. 6 

2 - 7:30 p.m.

Teacher Profile: John Burgess
CARA OLDENHUIS

Photo Editor
Q: What experience have you had prior to Saint Thomas Aquinas?
A:  “I graduated from Wichita State University in 1991 with a Bachelor of  Mu-
sic and a Bachelor of Music Education degrees and then went to the Cincin-
nati Conservatory in 1993 for a Master of Music degree. I started doctorate 
work in Cincinnati in 1994, and then joined a brass quintet for a residency 
program as a part of the National Endowment for the Humanities program 
from 1995 to1998 in Oregon.  The quintet then moved to Iowa in 1999. After 

the brass quintet ended, I went and worked for General Electric for nine and a half years. I got laid off from 
GE in 2009, and then ended up here at Aquinas a year later.”

 
Q: What is the biggest difference for you coming from a performance-like environment to a marching band at 

Aquinas?
A: “Being the band director, the biggest difference is the details that make everything work. It is the logistics, and 

getting the band’s position charted. It is also all the details that go into the game, like when the students have 
to arrive, what they need to wear, etc.  The biggest difference is being a teacher and doing all the planning.”

 
Q:  How is working and collaborating with adults different than teaching teenagers?
A: “The biggest difference is that I’m in charge and the students look to me for guidance and instruction. Now I’m 

the band director and in charge of making sure each student has success, whether it is a 5th grader who is just 
starting out or a senior who is getting ready for college.”

 
Q: What are you planning to change about the band? How are you making this year different?
A: “The biggest change this year is that I wanted the marching band to be at every home football game and I 

wanted them to be more a part of the whole game. Now we are playing for tailgaters, we are playing through-
out the entire game, and becoming more a part of the spirit of the crowd. We moved the band from the end 
of the fields to the middle section to be a part of the whole crowd not just the student section.” 

 
Q: What was your biggest fear coming into Aquinas?
A: “I was most afraid of the students not taking me seriously because I am a first-year director. However, that 

hasn’t been the case at all. The students are very self-directed; it’s been awesome working with them. I learn 
so much from them every day, and there has never been a dull day. My biggest fear was that they wouldn’t 
want to work or they wouldn’t take me seriously.”

 
Q: You are also band director for several area grade schools. Which ones?
A: “I also teach band at Holy Trinity and Ascension grade schools.”
 
Q: What is it like trying to manage three different bands at three different schools?
A: “Grade school is organized chaos. My schedule is very hectic, especially on Mondays when I go to all three 

schools. It is very interesting to work with grade school students and then also high school kids. It definitely 
keeps me on my toes.”

Q: How do you establish the difference between high-school and grade-school level bands?
A: “There is more spirit and pep with the marching band in high school, and the students aren’t learning as much 

musical skill in marching band as with concert band at Aquinas. With the grade-school level, the focus is just 
learning the basics, learning musical skills and increasing their musicality.”
 
Q:  Is it difficult trying to adapt to Aquinas and other grade schools at the same time?

A: “It is hard getting to know other students and teachers at the grade schools. I am in and out 
of the school in a short period of time so it is hard to meet everyone. I do know a few teachers 
but that is only because I see them regularly. My main job is band director at Aquinas and the 
teachers here are very accepting and supporting.”

Q: You are related to Ms.Burgess, correct? How does it feel to be working with her?
A: “Yes, Ms.Burgess is my sister. It has not been as weird as I thought it would be working with 
her, actually. It’s been nice. We don’t see each other too often but she was a great help to me 
in learning what exactly takes place during the football games.”

Radke: friends rec-
ognize work ethic

Meet the band director at Saint 
Thomas Aquinas John Burgess.
This is his first year at Aquinas. 

On Oct. 15, Radke received 
his award. Students, fellow band 
members, teachers and the press 
were present to see Radke honored. 
Activities director Sarah Burgess 
gave an opening speech before 
a representative from the All-
American Bowl presented Radke 
with a jacket and a baseball cap, 
welcoming him 
to the band.
 “I 
attended [the 
ceremony], 
and I thought 
it was really 
well done,” 
said junior 
and Brigade 
member Kevin 
Dondlinger. “Knowing Paul for 
my 3rd year now, [his winning the 
award] really came as no surprise.”
 Paul was also impressed by 
the scope of the ceremony.
 “The Army really did a 
great job with all of the presentation 
and promotion things,” Radke said. 

“And Aquinas really did a great job 
of contacting media like the Kansas 
City Star to be there and get the 
story and shoot some video.”
 
 Every person interviewed 
held Radke—and especially his work 
ethic—in the highest regard.
 Senior and fellow Brigade 
member Alex Nagle said, “Paul 
deserves this award completely; no 

one else has been 
able to match his 
dedication, ambition, 
or amazing playing 
ability.”
 Radke hopes 
that his success will 
help Aquinas’ band 
program continue to 
grow in the future. 
 “Hopefully, eigth 

graders considering schools can see 
my success as an example of how 
you can still succeed in Catholic high 
school music programs,” Radke said.  
“It would be good if my success 
attracts more talented students to fill 
the holes my fellow seniors and I will 
leave after we graduate.” 

“Paul deserved all the 
credit and appreciation 
he received.” 

- junior Kevin Dondlinger,
Brigade member

Photo courtesy of Michelle Gress

Radke performs in the Brigade marching band.  

Continued from page 1.
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Behind the Scenes: West Side Story musical stagecrew 

              Talented students take 
center stage in “West Side Story,” 
Saint Thomas Aquinas’s fall musical 
production. Yet, hidden in dimly lit 
sections of the theater, the stage crew 
works behind the scenes to make sure 
the spotlight is purely on the brilliant 
performances.
              The crew, mainly consisting of 
juniors and seniors in advanced stage-
craft class, controls sound, lighting, set 
movement and even the actors as they 
prepare to enter a scene—things the 
audience takes for granted.  Coordinat-
ing these many pieces requires the crew 
members to constantly talk with one 
another.
            “Every section has a walkie-
talkie, so (lighting) upstairs has one, 
the sound board has one and backstage 
has one,” senior sound mixer David Ilk 
said.  “They’re pretty much used (by 
us) to communicate with each other.”
              With only seconds to prepare 
changes, communication becomes 
essential to 
making all the 
parts of the 
show work.     
              “Say, 
for instance, 
the band was 
to just fall 
apart and not 
play their mu-
sic,” senior 
backstage manager Chris Wynne said.  
“If we’re on a cue where music ushers 
in, then we don’t get our sets out and 
if we don’t get our sets out, the lights 
don’t go up and so on.”   
              Senior Emily Wilson, working 
opposite Wynne’s stage, signals to 
those in the lighting and sound booths 
when a new scene should begin after 
sets are put in place.  She also helped 
prepare set location during rehearsals 
and direct set movement during the 
show. 
            “We’ll place tape around the 
corners of each set piece so that we 
have an outline of the sets on the floor 

of the stage,” Wilson said.  “I have to 
make sure everybody knows what’s 
moving in each scene so we can get 
everything done in a good amount of 
time.”
             Once a scene is ready, seniors 
Zeke Albert, Nathaniel Johnson and 
Johnathon McMurtrey turn on what-
ever lights are required for the actions 
of the performers.  All the patterns are 
pre-recorded on a computer during 
rehearsals to make on-stage lighting 
transitions almost effortless.

             Finding 
the proper balance 
of lights to use, 
however, is not so 
simple.
            “Lights 
aren’t supposed to be 
spilling out to areas 
of the stage meant 
to be dark,” Albert 
said.  “Getting the 

actors to remain in the lights (between 
transitions) is also a challenge.”
             Even after the lighting cues are 
recorded, things can still go wrong. 
              Albert said, “During the play 
last year, our cues switched, so a lot of 
the lights got messed up.  Lately, I’ve 
come to rehearsals before our (lighting) 
tech, so I know the show well.”
              A more common challenge 
faced by the stage crew is balancing the 
nearly 25 different microphones used 
in different combinations every scene.  
In addition to controlling every sound 
channel, both Ilk and senior Tyler 
Hetzel also monitor the battery levels 

of the performers’ mikes on a series of 
small displays.  
       “If a microphone dies, the ac-

tors improvise (on stage) and we run 
up and give them batteries when they 
get off,” Ilk said.
              Preparations for the show are 
technically demanding and require 
some crew members to take on many 
additional roles due to the small num-
ber of people helping out.  
             “I write down all the stage 
directions, I do makeup, help with 
costumes and I think I’m helping with 
moving sets,” junior Stage Manager 
Mary Fortino said.  “I’m also typing all 
the cast bios at my house.”
              People also juggle their jobs 
going along the musical with other 
after-school activities at Aquinas.  
             Wilson said, “Often times, I 
go right from school to volleyball, and 
from volleyball to (rehearsal), so I 
sometimes have 14 to 15 hour days.” 
             Fortunately for the hard 
working crew, they have received 

assistance from outside sources to help 
with personnel shortages.  Actors in the 
show, for example, have stepped up to 

aid the six people working backstage.
           “(Senior) Anthony Fortino and 
(junior) Max Wilber have been help-
ing us out move sets when we need it.  
When we started rehearsals, prepping 
scenes was a challenge but they really 
stepped in and helped,” Wynne said.
            Humorous moments—some 
unintentional— help break up the 
long cycle of almost daily show run-
throughs.  Attempting to move an 
extension cord a set was caught on, 
Wilson was stranded on top of set piece 
during one practice scene.
             “My stage crew didn’t know I 
was on top of the platform and didn’t 
know where it went (on stage), so they 
put in a completely wrong place to 
where I was stuck on top of an eight 
foot platform,” said Wilson.  “And 
meanwhile, I’m getting the sound guys 
giving me a hard time because they 
could see me and (Musical Director) 
Hank Cohen buzzing on my radio 
saying ‘Why’s this set not in the right 

place?’.” d

MICHAEL CARLSON
Editor-in-Chief

Get a look at what goes on 
behind the scenes of the Aqui-
nas musical and all the gadgets 
control ing kights and sound.

Little Saints go on parade for Halloween Spooktacular
KELSEY THOMECZECK

Reporter

   Every year the Saint 
Thomas Aquinas daycare, 
Little Saints,  enjoy two days 
of spooky fun and fill their 
buckets with candy from Aqui-
nas administrators. This year 
they had a spooktacular filled 
with hay rides, boosketball, 
ghosting, a bounce house and a 
bean bag toss. Each kid comes 
dressed in a costume to fully 
enjoy the Halloween spirit.

         

A tot inspects treats received while trick-or-treating during the 
school day.

 A little saint enjoys a game of boosketball during the Spooktacular 
that took place in the Aquinas gym on Oct. 28.

Buzz Lightyear prepares for a jump in the bounce house that was 
rented for the spooktacular.

Gigi Miner shows off her bucket of candy that the little saints got 
during tick-or-treating throughout the school on Oct. 29.

The little saints walk with their bags to see the spooktacular. Little Saints were given “free hay rides” that took place at the 
spooktacular.

“Every section has a 
walkie- talkie, so (light-
ing) upstairs has one, the 
sound board has one, and 
the backstage has one.”

senior David Ilk

Photo courtesy of Kelsey Thomeczeck/ The Shield

         Little Saint-isms
Quotes from the Little Saints 

during trick-or-treating and 
the spooktacular.

“I want to trick-or-treat every 
candy!”

 “I’m savin’ this stuff for 
later!!!”

 “CANDY!!!!”

 “There’s a jump! AL-
RIGHT!!!” (during the 
bounce house)

 Photo courtesy of Michael Carlson/ The Shield

Seniors Tyler Hetzel and David Ilk control the sound during a run though of the musical. 

                            
Keyboard that controls
individual brightness on a

computer                               How Stage Lighting Works

Controls the 
dimness of 
the active 
lights

Pre-recorded 
lighting set-
tings
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Band spotlight: “Existem” 

Aside from playing for the band at Saint Thomas 
Aquinas, Senior Chris Gochis and Junior Brad 
Trinkl also have a band of their own, called 
Existem.     

Gochis and Trinkl’s band, Existem, was started 
in May 2010. 

“Our band actually has been around for a few 
years, but it wasn’t called Existem and it wasn’t 
really that serious.  It didn’t start to get serious 
until May of this year.” Trinkl said.

 The current members of the band are Trinkl and 
Gochis on the guitars, Ben Chipman (a junior at 
KU) on bass and Austin Schmidt (a 2010 graduate 
from Olathe South) on the drums.

“The original members of the band were 
Chris [Gochis], Tim Armstrong, me, and Austin 
Schmidt.” Trinkl said.  “In the beginning, we had 
some material, but didn’t really do anything.  Tim 
was always in and out and eventually walked out 
on us.  Who played what instrument switched 
around for a while, until now.”

The name “Existem” was made by Gochis and 
Schmidt by combining the words “to exist in the 
system.”  The members of the band describe their 
music as progressive and experimental, influenced 
by metal.  The members also like to describe their 
band as “anti-mainstream” because their music 
is a lot different than what is heard every day on 
the radio.  It has a lot of technological elements in 
it, and its sound can range from futuristic sound 

effects to folk music.
“We try to incorporate many different themes 

into our music.  We’ve even had acoustic and 
polka influences,” Gochis said.  “All of our songs 
take different angles.”

When talking about the goals of their band, 
Gochis says he wants to “shatter the image of 
mainstream music” and he wants their music to be 
“their own breed.”  

Existem’s first live show was October 17.  
Existem performed along side with five other 
bands.

“It took place in a garage in an old neighborhood.  
It was very interesting,” Trinkl said. Some bands 
were good and others not so good.  It was cool 
because each band had their own mood to 
contribute.” 

Existem played at Battle of the Bands on October 
29.  They did not win, but they got to meet the 
band “In the Shadows,” that has opened for Tech 
N9ne. Performing at Battle of the Bands has now 
given Existem more opportunities for the future.

“They [In the Shadows] want to play more 
shows with us and we also met a guy who offered 
to get us bigger venues,”  Gochis said.

Aquinas junior Sara Hernandez also went to 
watch Battle of the Bands to support Existem.

“The band ‘In the Shadows’ who went before 
them was really good, but it was a completely 
different genre,” Hernandez said. “The 
environment was a lot better than [Existem’s] last 
show, so they did pretty well.”

Trinkl and Gochis hope to continue on with 
Existem, but do not know what the future holds.

“It’s sometimes hard with everyone’s schedules 
and everything going on.  We want to make 
our band known, but I also need to focus on 
schoolwork.”  Trinkl said. d
 

ALEXIS LEIKER
Campus News Editor

Saint Thomas Aquinas junior Brad 
Trinkl and senior Chris Gochis 
play guitar in their band.

 

Old fashion, accessories reappear this fall

New fall fashion and accessories 
trends are re-appearing from the 
1950’s and 60’s. Although some 
should be avoided.

 This season’s fall fashion has made 
a turn from the edgy to more classic 
pieces. If it is referenced to a time 
period, its 1950’s, but updated, so 
unfortunately poodle skirts are not the 
go-to-skirt of the season, so try and 
avoid from grabbing them from the 
costume closet.

 Tops 
The classic button down shirt is the 

must-have of this fall fashion season. 
The best part of it is that it can be worn 
casually or dressed up for church. Dress 
it for each occasion by wearing it un-
tucked with jeans, but if it is worn with 
a skirt keep it tucked. Another plus is 
that many of us are already working 
this style with our uniforms, so we are 
already ahead.

 Skirt
 Of course the 1950’s high-waisted 

skirts are still fabulous and in style, but 
something covering the runways are the 
floor length skirts. If that is quite a jump 
for you from the itty-bitty micro-minis, 
the tea length skirts are also in. But 

please refrain from those micro-minis. 
They are not in style this season.

 Jeans
 The classic skinny jeans along with 

jeggings (leggings that look like jeans) 
are still quite popular, and are easy fits 
to go along with any outfit, though this 
year covering the runways are the high 
waisted flare jeans. These are quite 
different from the past years’ styles; 
they are a welcome change compared to 
all this skinny.

 Shoes
 Though sky-high heels are still 

acceptable, the preference this season 
are lower heels (think 1 ½ to 2 inch 
heels). Not only does this make it 
easier to walk but these are also more 
manageable to wear for longer. 

Accessories

Ray-Ban Wayfarers and fedoras are 
back in full swing.  People could be 
clubbing down in Orlandos or could 
be at a sock hop fifty years ago, and 
you would be dressing the same way.  
So when many people say that history 
repeats itself, it seems like the more 
formal, nostalgic look is back as well. 
Another come back is a little more 
contemporary than the 1950’s look.  
Hobo bags, and Baja Jackets are getting 
more popular as people start wanting to 
go for comfort with their fashion, which 
is closer to the 1960’s and 1970’s.  d

Kelsey Cundith: Letting Go- Sean 
Kingston 

Will Male: Wannabe by Spice Girls 

Skyler Martin: Fun House by P!nk

Sam Preston: Ghost Busters by Ray 
Parker Jr. 

Stephen Radetic: Addams Family by 
Vic Mizzy

Owen Sherlock: Mr. Rager by Kid 
Cudi

Shannon Sherman: Things That Go 
Bump in the Night by All Stars

Sarah Spencer: Teach Me How To 

Dougie by Cali Swag District

Beth Stephan: Monster Mash by 
Bobby Pickett

Emily Wheeler: Groovie Goolies by 
John Erwin

Caitlin Rixey:  Ghostbusters by Ray 
Parker Jr. 

Sammy Setter: Disturbia by Rihanna

What song did you 
want to hear at your 
Halloween party?

“Basically, everybody sits around   
waiting for their queues, trying to be 
quiet, but nobody really is.” 
 Kevin Whiteside, sophomore

“This musical is the most stressful one 
out of all the musicals I’ve been in.”
 Christy Jeffries, junior

“It’s pretty bipolar backstage because 
after you’re done with a scene 
everyone says good job no matter what, 
but if you start to talk over a whisper 
four people will yell at you.”
 Abby Hadel, senior 

“It’s a really hard show to pull off, but 
we do it well.”
 Courtney Bollig, junior

“It’s crazy!  But I love everybody 
here.  There is a lot of mischief and 
shenanigans that goes on backstage.”
 Kaitlyn Wallace, junior

It’s really stressful, but in the end, it’s 
totally worth it.”
 Kaitlyn Wallace, junior

“We make runs to Taco Bell during 
intermission.”
 John Wooten, junior

“It’s pretty chill backstage.”
 Matthew Martin, sophomore

“It’s very chaotic backstage.  There are 
a lot of very heavy sets and we need a 
lot of people to help move them.  And 
the scene changes are also very hard.”
 Emily Wilson, senior

“It’s a lot of work trying to keep all 
your stuff together and trying not 
to lose it.  Other than that, being 
backstage is a blast!”
 Spencer Gochis, freshman

“The part before we go on the stage 
is the most exciting part because you 
know that just beyond the stage, 100 
people are waiting for you to come 
out.  It’s like you’re on display in this 
perfect mannequin state.”

 Courtney Bollig, junior

Behind the scenes 
with “West Side 

Story” cast
JOE KUCHARSKI

Senior Analyst

ROZ HENN
Freelance Reporter

Photo courtesy of Chris Gochis
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   When it was all over, two dif-
ferent stories came out of the 5A cross 
country state championship, held at 
Rim Rock Farm on Oct. 30.
 The girls’ team, the defending 
state champions, knew that they would 
have stiff competition against Bishop 
Carroll. They ended up with five of 
their seven runners placing in the top 
20, led by freshman Bailee Cofer in 3rd 
place, sophomore Libby Reazin in 7th 
place and senior and co-captain Betsy 
Donahue in 9th place. Unfortunately 
the team was just shy of retaining their 
title, losing by only six points (44-51) 
to Bishop Carroll.
 Nevertheless, Head Cross 
Country Coach Justin Wrigley was 
very proud of the group’s perfor-
mance.
 “It hurts to not win with such 
a great team, but Bishop Caroll was 

great competition, so there is nothing 
to be ashamed of,” Wrigley said.
 Donahue agreed.
 “We all went out and did the 
best we could. I can’t ask for anything 
more,” she said.
 On the other side was the 
boys’ team, trying to redeem them-
selves after what they saw as a failing 
season last year. They did not disap-
point, also winning state runner up 
with three of their seven runners in the 
top 20: senior Alex Weitkamp in 5th 
place, senior Craig 
Meixelsperger 
in 9th place and 
sophomore Tom 
Coffin in 10th 
place.
 In a 
speech that Wrig-
ley gave to the 
boys after their 
race, he expressed his enthusiasm for 
the season overall.
 “You brought glory back to 
this program after the pity party that 
we had last year,” Wrigley said.  “Now 
it’s up to the young guys to keep this 
program up now that the seniors have 
brought it back.” 

 Coffin also stressed the im-
proved effort of the group as a whole.
 “Last year we felt like we 
screwed around too much and didn’t 
try hard enough and only got fourth. 
Now it looks like things are going 
back to the way they should be—with 
Aquinas being awesome!” He said.
 Looking ahead to next year, 
the girls’ team will return their two top 
runners at state in Cofer and Reazin, 
as well as sophomores Jennifer Angles 
and Rachel Mahon.  In addition, the 

boys will keep all 
of their varsity 
runners except 
for Weitkamp and 
Meixelsperger, so 
both teams hope 
to make another 
run at state next 
year. 
 Meixels-

perger had some words of advice for 
the underclassmen, with this being the 
final race for the seniors. 
 “This is your team now. Make 
it yours, and come out next year and 
win it all!” Meixelsperger said.d

 Saint Thomas Aquinas’ vol-
leyball team got 2nd in state losing to 
Bishop Miege. The team finished their 
season 31-10.
 The state championship 
took place in Topeka on Oct. 29-30 

at the Topeka Expocentre. Notably 
on day one, the Saints beat Bishop 
Miege, which was a huge accomplish-
ment since only one other school had 
beaten Miege the entire season.
 The first game on Saturday 
was against Lansing High School. The 
Lions were able to maintain the lead 
throughout game one, and won 25-22. 
In game two, the scores were close - at 
one point tied at 22 - but the Saints 
pulled through and won 25-22. 
 Game three was extremely 
close as well. But once again, the 

Saints pulled through and won 25-23. 
 “We played as a team, noth-
ing could stop us., and everyone was 
putting something in,” said senior 
Lauren Ford.  “Our defense played 
ridiculously well.”  
 However, the team did not 
have the same success in the final. 
The Saints once again had to play 
Bishop Miege, but Head Coach Brian 
Schenck knew that Miege entered the 
match with a different mentality.
 “After beating them on the 
first night we knew that if we played 
them again, we would be playing a 
more focused, angrier team.”
 Unfortunately, Schenck was 
right. The Stags came out in full force, 
and the Saints just couldn’t combat 
their offense. The Stags won the state 
championship, 25-14, 25-15.
 The girls had a successful 
season overall, with a final record of 
31-10. The team grew from individual 
players to a team who wanted to play.  
The girls bonded over team din-
ners, sleepovers and practices. Coach 
Schenck said that this year’s seniors 
are going to be an example from here 
on out.d 

Volleyball falls to Miege at state

Both XC teams take 2nd at state

Connor Casey
Sports Editor

Girls and Boys Cross Country 
team get runner-up behind 
Bishop Caroll at Rim Rock Farm

Weitkamp and 
Donahue lead XC

Annie Drape & Mitchell Cota
Entertainment/Front Page Editor

Cross Country has found leader-
ship on both teams from seniors 
Alex Weitkamp and Betsy  
Donahue

Meghan Gampper (left) Matt Hallauer (right) | Publication

Both Weitkamp and Donahue competed at Rim Rock farm for the state championship. 
Weitkamp placed fifth in his race and Donahue placed ninth in her race.

“They better beat Bishop 
Carroll bad next year.”

- Alex Weitkamp
senior Varsity Runner

Maddie Janssen
Reporter

For the third year in a row, Saints 
volleyball fails to capture the 
elusive state championship

Emily Ewert | The Medallion

The volleyball team celebrates after beating Bishop Miege duing pool play. The Saints met 
the Stags again in the finals, and unfortunately lost 14-25, 15-25

 
 
 

Alex Weitkamp 

Senior and cross-country captain, 
Alex Weitkamp, placed fifth at 
State with a time of 16:37. 
  “I was a little disappointed 
in how I ran that race and didn’t 
feel like I did my best but I’m still 
happy I placed in the top five,” 
Weitkamp said. 
 Al-
though this is 
Weitkamp’s 
first year run-
ning cross-
country, 
he started 
running track 
in the fifth 
grade. He has 
also been a part of the boys’ track 
team at Saint Thomas Aquinas.  
Weitkamp started conditioning 
for cross-country two weeks after 
track State took place.
 “I went to summer condition 
at 7 AM every Monday through 
Friday, and ran mileage with the 
team. I started out only running 
four miles a day and worked my 
way up to running eight miles a 
day with a long run of 11 miles on 
Tuesdays,” Weitkamp said. 
 Cross-country takes places 
every day after school until 6:30 
P.M. Weitkamp spent three and 
a half hours at practice. This af-
fected Weitkamp’s routine.
 “I drank a ton of water every 
night and tried to during the 
school day, I didn’t drink any pop 
or anything like that,” Weitkamp 
said. “Before and after practice 

I stretched out as best I could, I 
ice bathed almost every day after 
practice, and I made sure I got at 
least eight hours of sleep every 
night so I could recover from the 
day before.”
 The furthest Weitkamp had 
run at practice was 13 miles. Weit-
kamp’s personal record is 16:08 in 
the 5 mile, which he ran at EKL.
 Weitkamp was satisfied with 
himself and the team at State.
 “I thought overall we per-
formed great. I’m really happy 
with how the season ended and 
I’m really proud of everyone be-
cause I know how hard everyone 
worked,” Weitkamp said.  
 Many challenges were faced 
throughout the season: losing five 
of the seven state runners, and 
injuries to top runners.

 “Every-
one on the team 
this year really 
stepped it up and 
worked their 
hardest to get 
better. We pushed 
each other to the 
limits every day, 
because we all 

knew how important this was to 
each other,” Weitkamp said. 
 The boy’s cross-country 
placed second at State. 
 Hesitant to join cross-coun-
try at first, Weitkamp is glad he 
did.
 “I became really close with 
everyone on the team, I feel like 
we became our own little family, 
and am glad that I got to know 
all the guys and am sad that it’s 
over,” Weitkamp said. “But I’m 
really excited for track now that I 
talked most of the guys into run-
ning it this year.”
 

Besty Donahue

 Senior Betsy Donahue placed 
ninth at state in Rimrock with a 
16:20 time.
“It’s the fastest I’ve ever run at 
Rimrock,” Donahue said. “It’s 
the best I’ve ever done at a state 
meet.” 
 The cross country girls’ team 
placed second at the state meet 
with cross country captain Dona-
hue placing 
third overall 
among the 
Aquinas girl 
runners at 
state.
 “Every-
one went out 
there and did 
the best they 
could,” Donahue said. “I’m proud 
of everyone on the team.”
 Donahue has been running 
on the girls’ cross country for 
four years as well as on the track 
team. She started running as a 
freshman in high school, except 
for a brief stint on her eighth 
grade track team.
 Donahue, like all varsity team 
members, has on intense daily 
routine after school. 
 “We have speed and endur-
ance workout days on Monday 
and Wednesday,” Donahue said. 
“Tuesday and Thursday are long 
run days.”
 In preparation for meets, the 
cross country team has a short run 
on Fridays. Preparation for meets 
is more than just physical build 
up. 
“I sleep for many hours two 
nights before the meet,” Donahue 

said. 
 The eating habits for a cross 
country runner are really impor-
tant to their endurance and overall 
health, including loads of sleep as 
well.
“I eat a ton of pasta the night 
before the meet,” Donahue said. 
“Throughout the entire season, I 
eat salads and drink water.”
 All these preparations ac-
count for the big event at the end 

week, the meet. 
Donahue ran on 
several courses 
throughout her 
high school career, 
making personal 
records on her 
way.
 “El Do-
rado is my favorite 

course,” Donahue said. “I even 
have my personal record of 15:48 
there this year.”
 Donahue running abilities go 
beyond cross country; she also 
runs for the track team in the 
spring.
“I’m sad the cross country season 
is over,” said Donahue. “But now 
I get to look forward to the track 
season.”
 Donahue’s love for both 
sports has made her determined to 
run in college. Her college choices 
are mostly all division I colleges, 
requiring Donahue to improve on 
her abilities. 
 “If I can get all my times up 
in track, and if I am then eligible,” 
Donahue said, “then I will defi-
nitely run during college.” d

“I’m really proud of ev-
eryone because I know 
how hard they worked.”

- Alex Weitkamp
senior Varsity Runner

“I’m proud of everone on 
my team.”

- Besty Donahue
Varsity Co-Captain
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Soccer

TEAM STATS   AVG. %
   
Games   21  
Goals   93 4.43 
Goals Allowed  7 0.33 
Shots   409 19.48 
Shots Allowed  102 4.86 
Shots On   253 12.05 62%
Shots On ALL  54 2.57 
Deadball Goals  35 1.67 
Corners    17  
Throw   10  
Set    9  
Deadball ALL   0.10 

Aquinas 3 vs. Liberal 0 - Kansas 5A State Championship

    Shots Corners
STA    13 (8) 6
Liberal   5 (3) 2

Scoring
Whigham (Brown throws long for the Schermoly flick) 12:48
Steele (Crooks tips it through the Conde dummy) 16:51
Steele (Emilio plays it forward) 9:52  

Cross Country

5A Girls Results

Place Runner   Time
3  Cofer, Bailee                          15:45.10    
7   Reazin, Libby            16:14.10    
9   Donahue, Betsy         16:20.20    
11  Angles, Jennifer        16:27.90   
22   Steele, Libby            16:42.50   
23   Henn, Roz               16:44.80   
31  Mahon, Rachel           17:01.40  

Total Points    51  (2nd)            
Total Time   1:21:29.80                                                     
Average  16:17.96                                                     

5A Boys Results

Place Runner   Time
5   Weitkamp, Alex  16:37.80    
9   Meixelsperger, Craig 16:50.40                 
10   Coffin, Tom  16:57.90             
24   Boyles, Nick  17:21.20   
29   Logan, Nick                           17:27.50               
41   Robison, Daniel  17:38.90                
50   Luther, Jack  17:53.90   

Total Points 70 (2nd)
Total Time 1:25:14.80                                                   
Average  17:02.96                            

Girls Golf

State Championship

ALI KRUSE       70(-2) (Champion) 
ISABELLA BALDACCI  72 (2ND)
JORDAN CHAEL   74 (3RD)
BAILE WINSLOW  87 (13TH)
JILLIAN MONTALVO  88 (15TH)
KELSEY CASTINADO  94 (22nd)

TEAM SCORE   303 (SCHOOL AND STATE  
    RECORD)

Volleyball 
    Game 1  Game 2  Game 3
Pool Play

Aquinas    25  25  X
Bishop Carrol    21  20  X 

Aquinas    25  25  X
Kapaun    13  18  X

Aquinas    19  26  25
Miege    25  24  22

Semi-Final      

Aquinas    22  25  25
Lansing     25  22  23

Final      

Aquinas    14  15  X
Miege    25  25  X

Scoreboard

 The Saints’ football season 
ended Friday, Oct. 29, with a 
38-21 victory over Pittsburg. The 
Saints gained a much needed win 
on senior night after losing two 
straight games.
 “Winning the last game 
meant a lot not only to the senior 
class, but to the juniors and 
sophomores as well because from 
what we all knew, we were the 
only team to win our final game,” 
Senior quarterback Richard Davila 
said.
 Despite winning against Pitts-
burgh, the Saints failed to reach 
the playoffs this year after two 
devastating losses against district 
rivals Blue Valley and Gardner-
Edgerton. The Saints went 1-2 
in district play, and with a losing 
record in districts the Saints will 
not be going to the playoffs for 
the first time since 1997.
 “I don’t think they (other 
people) understood how hard our 
district was. We had three of the 
top five teams in the state of Kan-
sas in our district and one of them 
wouldn’t continue on,” Davila 
said. “Unfortunately it was us.”
 Coming into the Pittsburgh 
game, Aquinas knew that the 
game would be their last. Regard-
less, they wanted to come out 
with a win.
 Pittsburgh had the first touch-
down of the game but after the 
score by the Dragons, the Saints 
quickly responded.  Senior run-

ning back Dagan Reed scored off 
a seven-yard pass from Davila. 
The Saints were tied 7-7 at the 
end of the first quarter, but came 
out in the second quarter ready to 
score.
  The Saints did exactly what 
they set out to do, scoring two 
more touchdowns, both by Da-
vila. Davila scored first on a five-
yard run and then again on a short 
two-yard run after the Saints had 
struggled to reach the end zone 
on the drive. 
 The Saints were up 21-7 at 
the end of the first half, in prime 
position once again to capture the 
last game of the season.
 Aquinas came out fired up 
in the second half again, show-
ing the crowd that they were not 
yet ready to finish their season. 
The Saints scored 17 points in the 
third quarter, with junior receiver 
Clayton Henning scoring on an 
80-yard bomb from Davila to add 
seven to the first seven points 
of the half. After a score by the 
Dragons, Davila again helped 
the Saints’ offense by throwing 
a 21-yard pass to senior wide 
receiver Ryan Backs. Davila had 
an explosive game, the last one of 
his high school career, completing 
14 of 21 passes, racking up 317 
passing yards and accounting for 
three touchdowns on senior night. 
Jonathan Pyle kicked a 37-yard 
field goal to make the score 38-14 
at the end of the third quarter. 
Pittsburgh scored a touchdown on 
the final play of the game to add 
seven more points to the score-
board.
 The Saints defeated the Drag-
ons 38-21 on an emotional senior 
night. Davila said he was excited 
about having such an outstand-
ing game, especially since it was a 

sentimental one for him.
“Playing in my final game was a 
little emotional, because the group 
of seniors we had was so close 
together and did almost every-
thing together,” Davila said. “It 
was emotional in a way that you’re 
losing part of a family, but overall 
the year was fun and things hap-
pen for a reason.”
 The Pittsburgh game was an 
important one for the team, espe-
cially the 30 seniors, since it was 
the last game of their high school 
careers. Although they did not 
reach the playoffs or win a state 
championship, the senior class 
leaves behind a legacy that will not 
be forgotten.
  “We were very talented but 
got stuck with the best district 
in probably the Midwest,” Davila 
said. “One thing I think the senior 
class did leave behind though was 
our closeness with the junior and 
sophomore classes.”
 The seniors’ high school ca-
reers are over, but the underclass-
men are already looking forward 
to next year, hoping to improve 
from this year.
 “I think it (winning the last 
game of the season) gave us a view 
of things with the glass half full, 
and it also gave the underclassmen 
some momentum going into next 
year,” Davila said.d
 

 

Cara Oldenhuis | The Shield

Senior Linebacker Kyle Kane gets helmet to helmet with a Pittsburgh player. Saints dominated the Purple Dragons on senior night, 38-21. 

Cara Oldenhuis
Reporter

Even though the playoffs were out 
of reach, the Saints football team 
ended the season on a high note

Saints Slay the Dragons Girls Golf takes state, 
smashes records

 Senior Ali Kruse wins girl’s 
golf state championship, along 
with senior Isabella Baldacci tak-
ing second place and junior Jordan 
Chael placing third. 
 “I was so proud of the way 
our team performed at State. I was 
also proud of my performance,” 
Kruse said. “My season goal was 
to win State and to accomplish 
that was really awesome”
 The girls scored a 303 at 
State, creating a school and state 
record. 
 Coach Ryan Best expected 
the girls to win state.
 “That’s hard to say you 
expect that, I know that she’s 
[Kruse] a really talented player, 
she works so 
hard at it,” 
Best said. 
“There wasn’t 
anybody out 
there, I knew 
of, that could 
compete with 
those girls. 
They were 
pretty much 
in a league of 
their own,” Best says. 
 Best had never seen a team 
taking first, second and third at 
state. Between Kruse, Baldacci 
and Chael, every tournament they 
played in there was an individual 
medalist. Kruse won four tourna-
ments, Chael also winning four. 
Baldacci won the Lawrence tour-
nament. 
 “Bella [Baldacci] is an amaz-
ing player who really helped the 
team out this year. She placed first 
at the Lawrence Invitational and 
had some solid rounds at other 

tournaments as well,” Kruse said.
 The team’s expectations were 
high throughout the season. 
 “I’m probably more proud 
of the fact that we shot some 
awesome scores, shot the year 
consistently, we had a pretty low 
goal for our team which was  a 
team score of 310 and we hit that 
within one shot of that several 
times,”
 The team won their league, 
competing against the 6A cham-
pions from last year and other 
tough teams.
 “[The season was] Phenom-
enal. We had high expectations. 
The talent we had coming back 
and with the improvement the 
players showed over the course of 
the year that came back, I knew 
we were probably the best team 
around and we had to play pretty 
poorly to be beat during the sea-
son,” said Best.
 The seniors also stepped up 
throughout the season. 
 “They [the seniors] did a 

real good job of 
taking over the 
leadership and 
stepping in the 
other senior’s 
shoe,” Best said. 
“Ali really tried 
hard to be the 
leader-in ac-
tions to, not just 
words. She would 
stay extra in 

practice and help anyone who was 
having a hard time, whether it was 
in school or golf.”
 Baldacci agrees.
 “It was a good year. Everyone 
stepped up when we needed them 
to and we played to our potential 
when it counted,” Baldacci said. 
 Kruse has committed to 
Seton Hall University in South 
Orange, New Jersey to play golf 
next year. d 

 Photo Courtesy of Ali Kruse
Senior Ali Kruse follows through on her drive. Kruse won the individual 5A state championship and helped break both 
school and state records for team score with 303 strokes.

Annie Drape
Entertainment Editor

The girls’ golf team not only won 
state but broke both the school 
and state record for team score.

“There wasn’t anybody 
out there, I knew of, 
that could compete with 
these girls.”

- Ryan Best
Girls’ Golf Head Coach

5A District 4 Final Ranking
1. Gardner Edgerton(3-0)*

2. Blue Valley(2-1)*

3. Aquinas (1-2)

4. Pittsburgh(0-3)

*qualified for playoffs
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